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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, May 13th, the WFRC club convened 
the first monthly outdoor meeting to be held at the 
flying field in Montissippi Park this flying season.
 Attendance consisted of the 4 club officers and 6 
members. 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM by club 
president Joel Dirnberger.
 Meeting minutes for the April meeting were 
approved as published in the May newsletter without 
additions or corrections.
 Treasurer Perry Dziuk reported that there is 
$5373.57 in the treasury. Leo Davids gave Perry 
receipts from Wayne Vandenboom for expenses to 
cover material that Wayne purchased to lay out the 
runway outline on the field along with herbicide and 
sprayer rental to apply the herbicide. Also Wayne 
requested his first of three annual $650 installments to 
repay the loan made to the club for funds to start the 
runway project. 
 The current status of the runway project is that 
Roundup herbicide has been killing the grass off the 
new runway space for a little over a week and will be 
ready to till on Friday the 16th or Saturday the 17th, 
whenever Dave Martin can get his equipment 
transported to the field. 
 Mark Shobe is looking for members to help put on 
the club's four summer events, one being scheduled in 
each of  the next four months.
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, June 10th, 2014. 

It will be held at the Montissippi Flying Field.

Fly & Tell
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Joel Dirnberger brought two aircraft to fly after the 
meeting. First was the UMX Radian that he purchased 
at SEFF. It is a micro sized glider with folding prop 
electric power and AS3X flight stabilizer from 
ParkZone. It is powered by the standard single cell 150 
mah LiPo that many of the micro planes fly. It flies 
with rudder and elevator control along with throttle. It 
was interesting to see that the stabilizer used the rudder 
to correct for both yaw and roll deviations in flight. 
The Micro Radian has both good power for aerobatics 
and fairly efficient gliding capabilities. With the benefit 
of the folding prop and a little thermal lift, we got a 13 
½ minute flight on one battery. That endurance was in 
spite of much aerobatics and having to fight a pretty 
stiff  wind to stay over the field.

 Joel's second plane was the prototype of a design he 
made of Laine's Gia Norman 7-foot aircraft that was 
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awarded the best new airplane at SEFF 2014. The 7 ft 
version is an all balsa kit that Joel developed the CAD 
needed for laser cutting its balsa structure. Joel's 
prototype is a 1/3 scale build out of Depron type flat 
foam. That size is also being kitted and sold by RA 
Cores as the Be Be Norman. Joel put in a flight on his 
“Norma” marked version although it was quite 
challenging getting such a little, light-weight, rudder/
elevator park flyer to negotiate the choppy wind off 
the trees around the field. 

Upcoming Events:
MARCEE Electric Fly - The Twin Cities Marcee 
group is holding their annul electric fly at the 3M field 
in Cottage Grove on June 20, 21, 22. See their website 
at www.marcee.org for details.

WFRC Club Runway Project Progress
by Leo Davids, WFRC Newsletter Editor
 On Saturday, May 17th, a small but effective crew of 
club volunteers assembled to assist club member Dave 
Martin and his tractor to till up the runway area where 
the matting will be placed. Dave's tractor mounted 
tiller was able to really churn up and keep the ground 
nicely level. Where the grass had grown to a solid sod, 
the clumps were quite large so he took a second pass 
with the tiller at 90 degrees to the first. That reduced 
the clumps to smaller (4-6”) pieces but they will need 
to break down more to allow  the soil to be properly 
packed and remain solid over the long haul supporting 
the mat runway surface. We opted to let the tilled soil 
sit in the sun and/or rain for at least a week to see if 
the clumps would decompose or at least soften 
enough to break up when tilled again.
 While we had an eager crew at the field we walked 
over the tilled runway trying to pick out rocks that 
range in size from golf ball to baseball size. The less 
rock “floating” around, the less likely for them to 

heave up to make bumps in the matting. On the first 
pass we gathered a couple of 5-gallon buckets of 
rocks.

 On May 30th, Garth brought over the three rolls of 
US Fabrics Geotextile mat that we are going to be 
laying down for the runway. They are sitting on the far 
side of the field beside where the roller is parked. 
They are covered with a piece of the paper mill belting 
(light colored) that was left from our mat runway 
experiment of  a couple of  years back.
 There was a larger piece of paper mill belting 
(darker color, about 40'x16') that was also surplus from 
our first mat runway experiment. That has been cut 
into 4 strips to make the taxiways off  the main runway.

 Going forward on the project we had hoped to have 
a big push the weekend of May 31st. But the weather 
isn't cooperating with over an inch of rain falling on 
Saturday and forecasts of 2-4 inches more before 
clearing off late Monday. We have a couple of options 
to get the runway work done during the week but 
heavy rains may force us to wait again until next 
weekend..
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AMA Presents Flying Site Improvement 
Grant to WFRC Club
by Leo Davids, WFRC Newsletter Editor
 Back in early May, AMA made a national 
announcement of all the chartered clubs whose grant 
applications had been accepted for their 2014 Flying 
Sites Development/Improvement Grant Program. 
Our club was among 34 clubs nationally that were 
awarded a grant based on the application we submitted 
for our runway improvement plan.
 Recently, an Associate Vice President of the AMA 
from District VII, Mark Robotti, contacted us to 
arrange a personal presentation of the grant at our 
club field. Mark and a fellow Associate VP Bud 
Gorman came to the Montissippi Park field Friday, 
May 30th, where we had an impromptu club gathering 
of nine members including 4 officers for a 
presentation of  a certificate and grant check. 
 Our club will get some valued recognition from the 
publicizing of our efforts in the AMA Model Aviation 
Magazine. Both Bud and Mark were impressed with 
our club and the field improvement that we are 
undertaking and would like to come back this summer 
for a look at the completed project.

WFRC Club Member Al Amundson 
Passed Away
by Leo Davids, WFRC Newsletter Editor
 Recently I found out from a friend of the 
Amundson family that Al had passed away late last 
fall, finally losing his battle with heart problems that 
had him wearing an external pump for the last 
couple of years. Al still kept his club membership 
and made a few appearances at our field to fly and 
visit when he felt up to it.
	
 In his earlier years with the club, in addition to the 
casual flying at the field, Al coordinated flying 

demos for the children at Camp Courage near Maple 
Lake for 3-4 years with the assistance of a few of our 
members and their aircraft. Al spent most of his 
winter months in Arizona where he was active flying 
RC at clubs in that area. He also volunteered a 
number of times to be in the Annual Monticello 
Senior Hobby Day event that is held at the 
Monticello Community center each May for the 
local elementary school students. 
	
 Before joining our club, Al was with a club that 
flew off a polo field west of the Twin Cities. It was 
challenging with the multiple use of a field where 
horses don't need as smooth a playing surface as RC 
planes. That field adjoined a large swampy area that 
also was a detriment to Al's flying. It was nearly 
impossible to walk through the swamp. Al lost a 
valued plane in there and got Leo Davids to fly him 
over the swamp with his Cessna out of Maple Lake 
on an intensive search effort. Al couldn't spot the 
plane and never was able to retrieve it.
	
 When the Crow River RC Club was formed near 
Waverly, Al joined them but kept his membership in 
the WFRC and flew with both clubs during the 
summer months while he was in Minnesota. 
	
 It seemed that as long as we had known Al, RC 
flying was a fulfilling hobby that he kept involved 
with no matter where he traveled. We are grateful for 
the time we had to spend with him here at WFRC 
and providing assistance he needed to remain in the 
hobby as long as he was able to.

Monticello Senior Hobby Day. 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Newsletter Editor
  Once again this year, in memory of the tradition 
Milt Olson started many years ago, WFRC was part of 
the presentation of hobbies and craft to the 
Monticello Elementary School students. On Tuesday, 
May 13th, the Community Center filled the large 

Al Amundson assisting with 
Monticello Senior Hobby Day
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Mississippi Room with about a dozen exhibitors of 
their hobbies and crafts for the students of Pinewood 
Elementary School to view. Starting at about 9:30 AM 
and running until nearly 3:00 PM, about 600 students 
with their teachers and assistants filtered through the 
displays where they got samples or some hands on 
involvement with various hobbies. 
 Our display gave out at least 100 back issues of RC 
aircraft magazines donated by our club members. We 
also had a number of our members' aircraft on display 
along with the cardboard mockup of RC radio 
equipment for the students to try. At times when lines 
to our display weren't too long, we had an indoor 
electric helicopter that the students could a get a 
minute of stick time flying in a small open space. The 
other really popular activity was tossing foam plate 
gliders that we were making at our display in our spare 

time. Wayne Vandenboom joined multi-year returnees 
Leo Davids and Hugh Lampert for his first experience 
engaging these excited kids with some hobby 
adventures.

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 
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